Praxis Safety and Accountability Audit 

Sample Statute Checklist

The following statutes might be collected and examined in a criminal legal system Safety Audit. A prosecutor can help identify the statutes, and experienced law enforcement officers and legal advocates will also be familiar with many of them. What gets collected and used will depend on the scope and question. Not every criminal legal system Audit needs to examine every statute listed here. A Safety Audit examining child custody and visitation, or one looking at advocacy practices, will have a different list of statutes to gather.
(
Domestic violence crimes (e.g., assault, battery, disorderly conduct, trespassing, criminal damage to property, violation of a restraining order, interruption of a 911 call, terroristic threats)

(
Self-defense

(
Predominant aggressor

(
Arrest

· Probable cause

· Warrants

(
Police report requirements

(
Cooling off period before release

· Bail or bond
· Pre-trial release, including no-contact conditions
(
Pertinent rules of evidence in domestic violence case strategies

· Hearsay and any exceptions 
· Impeachment

· Prior inconsistent or consistent statements

· Other acts

· Expert witness testimony

(
Diversion agreements

(
Pleas 

(
Sentencing

(
Pre-sentencing investigation

(
Probation

(
Batterers’ programming, including any statutorily mandated certifications for batterers’ intervention programs

(
Statutorily authorized domestic violence-related fines, fees, and costs

(
Weapons confiscation

(
Civil protection or restraining orders

· Application or petition

· Service

· Issuance

· Emergency

· Temporary or ex parte

· Final
· Amendments to orders
· Contempt orders
· Weapons confiscation
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