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Abuse	in	Later	Life	– Critical	
Role	of	Leadership	from	
Advocates

Critical Role of Leadership: Coordinating Rural Interagency 
Responses to Violence Against Women

March 26 – 28, 2014
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Office	on	Violence	Against	Women	(OVW)	
Abuse	in	Later	Life	Program

• Direct training for law enforcement, prosecutors 
and judges

• Cross‐training for victim service providers and 
others

• Coordinated community response (CCR)

• Victim services
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UNDERSTANDING		
THE	ISSUE
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Source:
U.S. Census Bureau population estimates.

U.S. POPULATION AGE 65 AND OLDER IS ON THE RISE

1990-2050

Slide courtesy of Life Long Justice 4
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 20122. 2010 Census Summary File 1; U.S. Census Bureau, Table 4: Projections 
of the population by sex, race, and Hispanic origin for the United States 2010‐2050 (NP2008‐4) 5
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Abuse in Later Life as a Subset of Elder Abuse, 
Domestic Violence, and Sexual Assault

Elder 
Abuse

Domestic 
Violence

Sexual 
Assault
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Abuse in 
Later Life

• Age: 50+

• Gender: Female and 
male

• Relationship: Ongoing 
with expectation of 
trust

• Forms: Physical, 
emotional and sexual 
abuse, neglect, 
financial exploitation 
and abandonment

• Age: 60‐70; possibly 
defined by 
vulnerability

• Gender: Female and 
male

• Relationship: Any

• Forms: Same with 
possible additional 
self‐neglect and 
financial scams

Elder Abusevs

7

Children/Grand
10%

Other
9%

Partner
57%

Refused
2%

Stranger
3%

Acquaintance
19%

Perpetrators of Most Recent Physical Mistreatment 
Event 

Ron Acierno, et.al. 2009 National Elder Mistreatment Study
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Wheel adapted with permission from Domestic Abuse Intervention Project P & C Wheel, Duluth, MN. (2006)
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Survivor	video
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WORKING	WITH	
OLDER	SURVIVORS
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TAILORING	SERVICES 13

Listen	to	the	Grandmothers

• Video clip of 2 tribal elders discussing affects of 
oppressive government tactics remembered 
from their childhood.
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Working	with	Survivors

• Understand generational influences/history

• Understand historical trauma

• Respect cultural and generational differences

• Recognize and respect relationship with offender

• Clearly understand impact of trauma
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Cognitive	Issues	with	Older	Survivors

• Delusion/delirium

• Dementia

• Depression

16
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Cognitive	Issues

Temporary or 
Intermittent

• Trauma

• Lack of food or water

• Infections

• Offender tactics

• Medications

• Fatigue

Permanent or 
Progressive

• Depression or other 
mental illnesses

• Traumatic brain 
condition

• Dementia
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Elders	with	Dementia

• Older adults with dementia are at a greater risk 
of physical and emotional abuse, financial 
exploitation and neglect

• Studies have show that 34‐62% of people with 
dementia are abused by their caregivers

Source: NCEAA (2012) Research Brief: How at Risk for Abuse are People with Dementia? 18
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Alzheimer’s	Disease

• One in eight persons age 65 and over (13%) has 
Alzheimer’s disease

• Nearly 1/2 of persons over 85 have Alzheimer’s 
disease

• Short term memory may be compromised

• Accounts of abuse may be accurate even if other 
statements are not
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Barriers	with	traditional	DV/SA	
Services
• No training on aging and the special needs of 
older people

• First contact requirements

• IPV only services

• Off site visits

• Length of stay

• Victim medical needs

• Outreach methods 20
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INSTITUTIONAL	ADVOCACY	&	
COLLABORATION

21

AdvocatesAdvocates
Law 

Enforcement
Law 

Enforcement
APS & 
Aging 

Agencies

APS & 
Aging 

Agencies

Health 
Professionals

Health 
Professionals

Survivors & 
Family
Survivors & 
Family

Sr. Housing 
& LTC

Sr. Housing 
& LTC

Elder Law 
Services

Elder Law 
Services

Prosecutors 
& Judges
Prosecutors 
& Judges

Religious

Leaders

Religious

Leaders

Community	Coordinated	Response

22



12

Know	the	Basics

Adult Protective Services (APS)

• Response often defined by statute

• Investigate allegations of abuse/neglect 

• Self‐determination philosophy

• Referral to services

• Limited confidentiality

• Safety focused on environment

• Caregiver stress
23

Know	the	Basics

Aging Network

• State and Area Agencies on Aging Services 
provide variety of services, i.e. transportation, 
chore services, respite care, meals on wheels and 
many other services.

• Ombudsmen – advocates for residents of 
institutional facilities.  Every state is required to 
have an Ombudsman Program. Often volunteers.

• Other Programs: Senior centers, peer counseling 
groups and Senior centers, peer counseling 
groups and other local programs designed for 
older adults.
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Mandatory	Reporting

• Requires individuals to report some cases of 
abuse and/or neglect to law enforcement, social 
services and/or a regulatory agency.
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Older	Victims	Entering	System

• Mandatory report made

• APS and/or law enforcement investigates

• Determination of vulnerability & competency of 
victim and offender

• Health and care needs

• Case management

26
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Formal	Methods	of	Collaboration
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• Case review teams: I‐Teams

• Community Coordinated Response: often 
focused on Systems Change

• Topic specific Teams:  (Fatality review teams)

Informal	Methods	of	Collaboration
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• Joint interviews

• Victim safety and support

• Referrals and follow‐ups

• Working an a project, fundraiser, or public 
awareness campaign together
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Collaboration	video	clip
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• Video of advocates discussing abuse in later life 
services within their agency and coordination 
with other agencies

Challenges	in	Collaboration

• Abuse vs caregiver stress

• Understanding of safety planning 

• Understanding of confidentiality

• Mandatory reporting 

• Lack of knowledge about VAWA protections

30
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Opportunities	for	Collaboration

• Cross training

• Victim safety planning with victim and possibly 
family members

• Long term support

• Support groups for older victims

• Health needs of victim/perpetrator

• Emergency and transitional housing

• Legal services

• VAWA protections
31

Engage,	motivate,	&	coordinate	…

• What can you do to address abuse in later life?

• What changes might you make within your 
agency?

• What additional agencies will you reach out 
to?

32
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Advocates	Providing	Leadership

• Collaboration

• Outside the “system”

• Lethality and safety

• Long term support

• Empowerment & inclusion

• Survivors voices
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Resources	Available

• Resource List that includes electronic links to 
Abuse in Later Life Resources

• Abuse in Later Life Power & Control Wheel

• Rural Domestic and Sexual Abuse Program 
Advocates: Making a Difference in the Lives of 
Older Survivors of Abuse

• A set of Abuse in Later Life Information Sheets

• WEAAD Poster – June 15, 2014

• DVAM Poster 34
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Abuse	in	Later	Life	Advocates	List	Serve

• NCALL advocates list serve:  Contact Ann Turner 
at annt@wcadv.org

• National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 
(NCALL): www.ncall.us
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Final	questions…

36
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Contact	Information
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Ann Turner

Elder Victim Services & Advocacy Coordinator

National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 
(NCALL),  a project of End Domestic Abuse 
Wisconsin

annt@wcadv.org

715-483-2521

www.ncall.us


