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WE WILL BEGIN SHORTLY. 
WHILE YOU WAIT…

If  the  VoIP 
sound quality  
is  low or 
inconsistent,  
dial into the 
confer ence by 
phone.  Onc e 
connec ted, 
s imply tur n 
yo ur 
computer 
speakers off .

RURAL ROUTES TO CHANGE WEBINAR DISCUSSION

Rural Challenges to Working with the Judiciary: Ask the Judge
With Rose Thelen, Praxis Technical Assistance Partner, 

Judge Paul Benshoof and Deb Baer
Bemidji, MN, and Maren Woods, Praxis Rural Program

The audio component  can be heard 
by VoiceoverIP (VoIP) or phone: 

512-623-5114, code 52533#
If using VoIP, make sure your speaker/headset volume in on.

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 

WELCOME!

¡ If  us i ng a ud io on ly:

§ Email comments to maren@praxis international.org

¡ If  us i ng com put er:

§ “Chat” comments  or questions  to group via Public Tab on screen –

TEST CHAT NOW

§ Use Private Tab to ask questions or report technical  problems to Liz

¡ If  yo u lose web ina r  or  p ho ne con nect ion :

§ Use initial  join link from email invitation to reconnect or email  
maren@praxis international.org for help

§ Dial back in for  telephone a udio

¡ Sess ion  is  r ecor ded:

§ Available on our webs ite: 

www.praxisinternationa l.org/ Rura l/Event Recordings/Audio Event Recordings

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 

Rural Challenges to Working with the 

Judiciary: Ask the Judge
Wednesday, July 20, 2016

Rose The len , Praxis Tech nical Assis tance  Part ne r, 

Jud ge Paul Ben sh oo f an d D eb  Bae r, Bem idj i, MN, an d 

Maren  Wo od s, Praxis  Rural Program

Praxis International Rural Routes to Change Webinar
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INTRO� UCTIONS

¡�udge Paul Benshoof

¡� eb Baer

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 

PROBLEMS WITH �U� ICIAL RESPONSES: 

Protection  o rder prob lems:  
¡ Wo n�t revie w petit ions  after 4p m o n we ekday s o r w eeken ds.
¡ Do esn�t spe ak Sp anish , wo n�t prov ide t rans lat or, places 

translatio n b urde n on  v ict ims, m akes it  ve ry  h ard for  Spanish  
sp eaki ng vi ctims  to  ob tai n temp orary, perm ane nt o r extensio ns

¡ Jud ges ve ry co nce rn ed wi th  prot ecting t he  abu se r d urin g 
e xte nsio n he ari ngs

¡ Wo n�t let ad vocates t alk in  cou rt
¡ Even  i f n ot  requ este d, ju dge  se ts u p a vis it ation sch edu le for  the 

abu se r
¡ I nvo lves gu ard ian  ad l ite ms to m eet wit h p arti es in p rot ection  

o rders
¡ Req uires cou pl e to  mee t to get her be fo re  a hearin g to “wo rk  o ut  

th eir  diffe re nces” 
¡ Jud ges wh o m ake vi ctim blamin g state ments

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 

A� � RESSING GAPS

¡ Docu ment  th e pr ob lem

¡ Id en tify  p oten tia l  solu tions

¡ Tal kin g to  you r Judg e

¡ Have o ther s  t al k to  yo ur  judg e

¡ Judi cia l  over s ig ht

¡ Acco unt abi l ity

¡ Trai n ing

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 
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OTHER CRIMINAL �USTICE SYSTEM
� CCR  PRO BLEMS

¡ Strangulation often overlooked 

¡ Deadly weapon enhancements often dropped  

¡ Domestic violence cases dismissed, charges reduced at 
an alarming rate

¡ Charges dropped if  the victim is  too scared to testify 

¡ Judge won�t al low evidence�based prosecution

¡ Won�t allow expert testimony
¡ Judges  who refuse to meet with dv  programs, attend 

training ,  ccr meetings, or get involved in inter�agency 
efforts because they  are  seen as  special interest and they 
need to be “unbiased”
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�U� ICIAL LEA� ERSHIP � PARTICIPATION IN 
YOUR CCR

¡ �ind  ou t if  yo ur  state p ro hi bit s i nvo lvem ent

¡ Mee t w ith them

¡ Hav e ot he r p ro fe ssi onal s o r ano th er  jud ge sell  th e con cep t

¡ Bring forward art icle s,  re sources,  m od els that  make the case  fo r 
jud icial i nvo lvement

¡ I de nt if y w hat �s in i t for t he m

¡ � e t i nvo lved in  el ection s, app oin tm ents , state  b od ies wo rk ing fo r 
reform
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Natio nal Cou nci l  of  Ju veni le an d �am ily C ou rt Ju dges

¡ http s:/ /nji dv.org/ ed ucation�opportunitie s/e js�d v/mate ri als .html

¡ Praxis In te rnational

¡ Bat tered Wom en�s Justice Project

¡ Cen te r for  Co urt I nn ovat ion 

�INAL COMMENTS� RESOURCES
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� UESTIONS�

¡Rose Thelen, Praxis Rural CCR Specialist,   
��20� ��8�4�10  
rosethelen@frontiernet.net

Praxis International – Rural Technical Assistance on Violence Against Women 


