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Audio Conference Training  
Domestic Violence and Supervised Visitation Training Series 
 

Enhancing Our Work with Men Who Use Violence 
 
Engaging with men who are using supervised visitation services because of his 
use of violence against a partner is both a means of fostering safety for women 
and children as well as counteracting his use of battering tactics. Being involved 
and connected in an intentional and meaningful way with men who batter, 
however, poses a distinct set of challenges for center staff. This series will 
provide practical and useful tools for center staff to work effectively with men 
who use violence. 

 
Part 1:  

Engaging without collusion 
July 8, 2009 

 
Where do I draw the line between respect and collusion? How do I know if I am 
inadvertently condoning battering tactics? What are strategies I can use on the 
spot to help discern his motivation and how I should respond? This session will 
address these common questions and more asked by staff at visitation centers.  

 
 
Facilitators: Laura Connelly, Jennifer Rose and Beth McNamara 
 
Laura Connelly works as an Intervention Program Manager for Advocates for Family 
Peace in Grand Rapids, Minnesota. She coordinates the supervised visitation and 
exchange center and also facilitates groups for men and women who use violence in 
their intimate relationships. She lives in northern Minnesota with her husband and her 
children. 
 

Jennifer Rose has been working as an advocate & activist to end violence against 
women for over 15 years.  As the director of domestic violence services at the Walnut 
Avenue Women’s Center, Jennifer worked to build a program that provided both crisis 
intervention and long term advocacy and support for survivors and their families. In this 
role she also opened a supervised visitation center that was part of a national 
demonstration initiative funded through the Office of Violence Against Women. Jennifer 
is currently the Co-Executive Director of Inspire Action for Social change and is also 
working as a consultant, locally and nationally, to provide training and technical 
assistance on the issues of violence against women, engaging men who batter, 
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oppression, community organizing, child welfare and LGBTQ issues.  Jennifer received 
her BA in Anthropology and Women’s Studies from Fort Lewis College and her MSW 
from San Jose State University. 
 
Beth McNamara, is a social worker who received her degree from the University of 
Wisconsin.  Beth is currently a program manager with Praxis International and the Co-
Executive Director of Inspire Action for Social Change.  Beth also provides training and 
technical assistance as a consultant for ALSO and currently serves as a faculty member 
for the Family Violence Department for the National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges. Beth has been an advocate to end violence against women for the past 
22 years.  She was the director of the Family Service Agency, Family Visitation Center in 
San Mateo, California for thirteen years.  Over the course of her career in supervised 
visitation she planned, designed and operated five different supervised visitation 
centers.  She was responsible for program development, sustainability, training, direct 
service, advocacy, and the supervision and mentoring of staff and volunteers.  Beth has 
also worked in a psychiatric unit, as a domestic violence and sexual assault advocate, 
and in an inpatient and outpatient chemical dependency center.   


