The Praxis Safety and Accountability Audit

Using Scenarios in Focus Group Discussions

NOTE: Facilitators adapted the following scenarios for the communities they were working in, in order to make them more culturally meaningful. The adaptations and findings from the project are published in Violence Against Women: Focus Groups with Culturally Distinct and Underserved Communities, Jane Sadusky & Jennifer Obinna, December 2002, Rainbow Research, Inc. 

Domestic Abuse Scenario 1
Daisy and Edward have been married for seven years. They live in an apartment one floor above Edward’s parents. Daisy’s mother and sister live in another part of the state. When Daisy does something that upsets Edward, such as forgetting to iron his shirt or not having the evening meal ready at six o’clock, he squeezes her arm and shouts loudly into her ear, saying things like “you are stupid, you are always forgetting, you are too slow.” 

· What should Daisy do? Why should she do this?
· Would your response be different if Daisy and Edward have children?
· What would Daisy really do? Why would she do this?
· If she told her family, how would they react? Would she be likely to tell her 
family? Why or why not?
· If she told Edward’s family, how would they react? Would she be likely to tell them? Why or why not?

· Where could Daisy turn for help about Edward’s behavior?

· Advocates from a domestic abuse agency

· Domestic abuse shelter

· Hospital

· Clinic doctor or nurse

· Police 

· Courts

· Counselor or therapist

· Religious or spiritual advisor

· What would be most helpful to Daisy?

· What kind of help should be available, but isn’t? Who should provide it?

· What should happen to Edward?
Domestic Abuse Scenario 2

In addition to squeezing Daisy’s arm and yelling into her ear, Edward has started grabbing her by the hair. Tonight he comes home to find that Daisy has not even started the meal. She apologizes and tells him that his mother had needed some medicine from the drug store, which made her late. Edward slaps her, then grabs her hair and shouts into her ear: “Your job is here, making dinner, not running errands.” He then overturns the kitchen table, breaking the plates and glasses that Daisy had set down. 

· What should Daisy do? Why should she do this?

· Would your response be different if Daisy and Edward have children?

· What would Daisy really do? Why would she do this?

· If she told her family, how would they react? Would she be likely to tell her family? Why or why not?

· If she told Edward’s family, how would they react? Would she be likely to tell them? Why or why not?

· Where could Daisy turn for help about Edward’s behavior?

· Advocates from a domestic abuse agency

· Domestic abuse shelter

· Hospital

· Clinic doctor or nurse

· Police 

· Courts

· Counselor or therapist

· Religious or spiritual advisor


· What would encourage her to call the police?

· What would discourage her from calling the police?

· What would happen if a neighbor called the police? How would Daisy react? How would Edward react?

· What would be most helpful to Daisy?

· What kind of help should be available, but isn’t? Who should provide it?

· What should happen to Edward?
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