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We will begin shortly. While 
you wait�

Examining Child 
Protection Responses 

to Battering: 

A Practice Assessment

with 

Olga Trujillo, Praxis Senior Trainer 
and Program Specialist

Audio can be heard by 
VoiceoverIP (VoIP) or 

phone: 512-623-5114,                      
enter code 52533#

If the VoIP sound quality is low or 
inconsistent, dial into the 
conference line. Once the 

connection has been made, simply 
turn your computer speakers off. 
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Child Protective 
Services Response to 
Battering
ADVOCATING FOR ENHANCEMENTS

NOVEMBER 3, 2015
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Webinar tips
If using audio only:

◦ Email comments to maren@praxisinternational.org

If using computer:

◦ “Chat” comments or questions to group via Public Tab on screen – TEST CHAT 
NOW

◦ Use Private Tab to ask questions or report technical problems to Liz

If you lose webinar or phone connection:

◦ Use initial join link from email invitation to reconnect or email 
maren@praxisinternational.org for help

◦ Dial back in if using telephone audio: 512-623-5114, enter 52533#

Session is recorded:

◦ Available on the our website: 
http://praxisinternational.org/praxis_audio_event_recordings.aspx
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Presenters and Staff

�Rose Thelen,
Gender Violence 
Institute & Praxis 
Technical Assistance 
Provider

�Liz Carlson, Program 
Specialist

�Olga Trujillo, Senior 
Training & Program 
Specialist

�Maren Woods, 
Program Manager 
Praxis International

PRAXIS INTERNATIONAL - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON ANALYZING INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Child Protective 
Services Response to 
Domestic Violence
ADVOCATING FOR ENHANCEMENTS

NOVEMBER 3, 2015
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Presenter for this 
webinar

�Rose Thelen

Gender Violence Institute

Praxis Technical Assistance Provider
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The Child Protective Services 
Response to Domestic Violence

CHALLENGES

PRAXIS INTERNATIONAL - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON ANALYZING 

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Fails to take into Account the 
Dynamics of Domestic 
Violence
�Considers DV a 

relationship problem 
and charges “Failure to 
Protect”

�Holds non-offending 
mothers responsible for 
batterers violence

�Has few options for 
holding batterer 
accountable

�Threatens removal or 
remove children

�System not designed to 
hold batterer 
accountable
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Greenbook Initiative
�Effective Intervention in Domestic Violence and 
Child Maltreatment Cases: Guidelines for Policy & 

Practice

�1999 a series of meetings were held involving 
experts in child welfare, domestic violence and 
dependency court

�Discussing the Child Welfare Response to 
domestic Violence
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Greenbook Initiative 
(continued)
� Development of key principles

Set forth the need to identify the impact of the batterer’s violence on 
the child, the victim’s protective and help-seeking strategies (giving due 
consideration to the impact the violence has on her options), and 
methods to hold the offender accountable for ending the violence. 

The Greenbook’s overarching conclusion is that the best response 
prioritizes both the safety of children and their battered mothers 
together.

To protect the child by protecting the mother, The Greenbook set 
forth a framework, principles, and more than sixty specific 
recommendations for the three primary systems (child welfare, 
advocacy and services, and dependency courts) that can become 
involved when battering and child maltreatment intersect. 
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Greenbook Initiative (cont.)
�The Greenbook’s guiding principles include: 
� Safety, well-being, and stability for children and families is 

central;

� Priority is given to children remaining in the care of their non-
offending parent(s);

� Batterers, not their victims, should be held accountable for 
stopping their violence and coercively controlling behavior;

� Community service systems should offer many points of entry 
to fair and capable services for people of diverse backgrounds; 
and

� Differential response should be available that does not require 
opening a child protection investigation or findings of 
maltreatment to access help. 
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Questions?
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Greenbook, Child 
Welfare & 
Institutional 
Analysis

PRAXIS INTERNATIONAL - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON ANALYZING INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Practice 
Assessment for 
Child Protection
DEVELOPMENT
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Testing the Assessment 
Tool
�Two goals: 1) to use the guide to identify ways to enhance the 
child protection response to the co-occurrence of child 
maltreatment and battering in Wright County; and 2) to 
recommend changes to the draft guide to improve a final version 
for use nationally.

� Discussion series

� Mapping

� Policy and text analysis

� Case file analysis

� Recommendations

� Additional activities

PRAXIS INTERNATIONAL - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON ANALYZING 
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Questions?
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Support for Institutional 
Analysis

OVW GRANT 
SOLICITATIONS

�Rural Grant Program 

�Grants to Encourage 
Arrest Program 

TRAINING & TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

� Website

�Webinars

December 1, 2015
Part two: Examining Child Protection 
Responses to Battering: Testing the Practice 
Assessment
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Thank You
For questions, assistance, or more 
information, please contact:

Olga Trujillo, Senior Training and Program 
Specialist

Praxis International, Inc.

olga@praxisinternational.org

(651) 699-8000, ext. 23
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